
Converting Plant Databases to Filemaker 12 Format 
With Vectorworks 2013, the Plant Datbase has been upddated to use FileMaker version 
12. If you have data that you wish to import from the database provided with a previous 
version of Vectorworks, that data will need to be converted to the current format before 
importing. This document will show the steps needed to convert the Plant Database file. 

Before starting the conversion process, you need to know the location of the database you 
wish to convert. The data for the plant database is stored in a file named “VW Plants.usr” 
which is found in your Plant Databse/VW Plants folder. This is found in your User folder or 
one of your workgroup folders. A backup of your database will be made during the 
conversion process. 

Use the following steps to convert your database. 

1. Select the File | Convert VW Plants menu item from the Vectorwork 2013 Plant 
Database. 

 

 

2. The following informational message appears. You may cancel the conversion 
operation at this (or any subsequent) point. 

 



3. After clicking OK, an “Open File” Dialog appears. From here you will need to 
navigate to the folder containing your old Plant Database. 

 

 
 



4. Navigate to previous version file, typically in your user folder. Choose the file “VW 
Plants.usr”.   

 

 

 

5. FileMaker will then display the following dialog. Here you have the opportunity to 
assign a name to previous version’s file. By default the work “Old” is added to the 
file’s name. 

 

 
 
 
 



6. FileMaker will now prompt you for a name for the converted file. In this example we 
have chosen to name the converted file “VW Plants 2013.usr”.  
 

 

 



7. After clicking Save for the new file name, FileMaker will show the progress through 
several steps of the conversion. After conversion is completed, the converted file 
will open within the Plant Database application. In this example note that VW Plants 
2013 is now open. At this point you may review the data and make any updates you 
see fit. When done, close the converted file. 

 

 
 

 

8. At this point the conversion process is completed. You may now import or use the 
data in the current Plant Database application. 


